
 

 

 
  

Year 1 Curriculum 
Overview Spring Term 

In RE we will be covering the following topics:                      

SPECIAL PEOPLE: Thinking about who is special to us 

and why. Finding out about different people in the 

church family and special times for Jesus 

MEALS: Learning about special meals, how people 

celebrate Mass in church and the bible story it links to 

of a special meal Jesus and his friends shared 

CHANGE: Remembering changes in our lives; Why Lent 

is a special time and how/why people chose to make 

changes at this term; Preparing to celebrate Easter 
Key Vocabulary:  

 Sunday, holy, Jesus, Presentation, church, 

community and roles of those who help in church 

 family, meals, Mass, share, blessing, bread, host, 

wine altar, Last Supper, Holy Communion 

 change, seasons, growth, Lent, Ash Wednesday, 

Good Friday, Easter Sunday, Alleluia, cross, 

resurrection 

 

In English…. 

Literacy will be based on books from 

different places, including  

One Snowy Night, Monkeys and Hats, 

The Magic Paintbrush and No Room 

for Baby Roo.  Reading comprehension 

will involve talking about settings, 

characters and new words.  In writing 

responses to these stories, we will 

improve our sentence writing skills 

and vocabulary. Phonics and 

Handwriting sessions will continue. 
Key Vocabulary:  

 Reading: book, title author, 

illustrations, word, letter 

 All children need to talk about the 

meanings of any new words they 

find in books 

 Writing: word, letter, sentence, 

full stop, capital letter, finger 

spaces, phonic sounds,  

 Key Vocabulary linked to each 

book may be included in Weekly 

Plans. 

 

 

 

Find out below the key knowledge 

and skills we will learn this term 

Find out the key vocabulary that 

will be used during this term 

In Maths…. 

In Maths we will be looking at place value 

(tens and ones) and multiples of 2, 5 and 10. 

We will become more confident in solving 

simple problems.  

We will measure using length, height,  

weight and volume. 

We will sequence events and order the days 

of the week and months of the year. 

Key Vocabulary: Number Names to 50 then 100 

 Calculation Words: add, subtract, minus, 

equals, total, sum, times 

 Comparing Numbers: 1st & 2nd digit, higher, 

lower, more, less, fewer, next, before, tens, 

ones, digits 

 Length: long, short, metre, centimetre 

 Height: tall, short, deep, metre, centimetre 

 Weight: heavy, light, kilogram, gram 

 Volume: full, empty, half-full, litre 

 Names of Days of the Week  

and Months of the Year 

 

 

 

 

In this topic, we will be learning about 

Australia and other countries using stories 

from around the world. We will look at 

artefacts, paintings, animals and stories.  

If you have any Australian objects or links to 

family there, we would love to hear about 

them.  
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In Geography …. 

Our Geography lessons will take us across 

the globe to Australia and around the 

world. We will use atlases to name and 

locate the continents and then to find out 

where Australia is in the world and what 

season it is there. 

Key Vocabulary:   

 Words to describe weather/climate 

such as hot, cold, temperature, wet, dry,  

 Words about maps: North, South, East, 

West, globe, country, town, street/road 

 Names of Continents: Africa, Asia, 

Australia, Europe, North & South 

America, Arctic, Antarctic 

 Names of Oceans: Atlantic, Pacific, 

Indian, Arctic, Southern 

 

In PE…. 

Keeping active and healthy using 

a range of online fitness 

resources and videos 

Key Vocabulary 

 Words about our bodies: 

parts of the body, heart 

rate, pulse, muscles 

 Types of movement and 

exercise; run, jog, skip, 

jump, balance 

 Types of skills used in 

games: kick, hit, score, 

strike, attack, defend 

In Art & Design …. 

We will look at and create our own aboriginal art, looking at 

the techniques and design patterns. We will find out the 

meanings of the signs and symbols seen in the pictures and 

the materials used.   

Key Vocabulary:  

 Aboriginal, traditional, dot painting, engraving, marks, rock, 

sand, colour, pigment, symbol, message, story 

In Computing …. 

We will learn to log on to 

school computers 

independently and explore the 

Purple Mash website.  We 

will also learn how to add 

pictures and sound to things 

we type.   

Key Vocabulary:  

- log on, log in, username, 

password, online, 

website, 

icon, mouse, right/left 

click 

 

 In Science …. 

In Science we will be discussing the climate 

differences between Australia and England. 

We will also be looking at the animals and how 

to classify them.  We are also investigating 

our five senses, smelling, tasting, touch, 

hearing and sight.  

Key Vocabulary:   

 Words to describe weather/climate such 

as hot, cold, temperature, wet, dry 

 Animal Classification Groups: fish, 

amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals; 

words to compare and describe animals 

 

 

In Music …. 

We will make musical instruments and listen to pieces of 

music to identify loud, soft, high and low sounds. We will 

also learn new songs and accompany them with percussion. 

Key Vocabulary:   

 Types of sound made with instrument: hit, scrape, shake, 

pluck, strum, blow, beat and instrument names 

 

In DT… 

Developing our designing, making and 

evaluating skills we will construct bridges 

using everyday materials.  We will consider 

how they can be made stronger and stable as 

we test them. 

Key vocabulary:  

 Design: draw, list, materials, equipment, plan 

 Make: bridge, upright, pillar, span, weight, 

load, strong, stable, rigid, flexible 

 Evaluate: good, improve, change, better 


