
 

 

 

 

 

December 2021 

Advent – We are waiting…. 

December is always a busy month and this December is no exception.  We began Advent with the 
Blessing of the Advent wreath.  The children in 2S led the assembly and the other children, spaced 

in their year groups, were able to attend.   We also had a sprinkling of snow and the children 
thoroughly enjoyed making patterns in the snow. 

 
On Friday we had the ‘immunisation’ nurses in and all the children who received the vaccine were 
absolute stars – very sensible and good listening.  They were proud of themselves, and we were 

very proud of them for how well they behaved and, for some pupils, how well they overcame their 
nerves.  Well done! 

Preparation for singing the Christmas story is going well and we will be ensuring that each year 
group has staff members and others pupils to be an audience.  This helps us to share the 

Christmas story together and helps the children learn important skills involved in speaking and 
performing for an audience in the hall. 

With help from the children in Care club, the Christmas tree is up and we have lit the next Advent 
candle on our wreath. 

 
The Local Authority Early Years advisor spent a morning in Pre-School last week.  He was very 

impressed all round, especially with how well the staff are supporting the children’s development, 
especially early language skills. 

 
As part of the Governments National plan for ‘Phonic Screening’, all Year 2 children need to be 
screened this month.  This is because they missed the screening in Year 1 due to COVID.  The 

information taken from this screening is then submitted to the local authority so that the 
Government can build up a picture nationally of how well children are doing. The screening 

involves children in Year 2 reading with me and showing me how well they can read words using 
their phonics. 

They have enjoyed showing me how clever they are and how much they remember. 
Schools are given the expected mark at a later date, and information from the screening will be 

used to target gaps in children’s learning.   
Your child’s result will be shared with you when results are released. 

 
Finally, we do have a few COVID cases across the school but we are doing very well at keeping the 

numbers low.  Staff are catching the same colds and coughs as the children and this is making it 
difficult with staffing at this time.  We have managed to avoid class closures and hope to make it 

to the end of term without having to do this.  Please know that closing classes really is a last resort 
but may be inevitable due to staffing levels and other safety factors. 

 

Let’s all stay as well as we can 
Regards 

Mrs Taylor 

Headteacher Update 
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Prevent the spread of COVID-19 

 
 
 

Make sure you and your children follow these general principles to prevent spreading any 
respiratory virus: 

 

 Wash your hands often – with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, or an alcohol-
based sanitiser if soap and water aren’t available 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands 

 Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

 If you feel unwell, stay at home and don’t attend work or school 

 Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in a bin 

 Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces in the home 
 
 
If you are worried about your symptoms, please call NHS 119 – do not go directly to your 
GP or other healthcare environment. 
 
 
Symptoms to look out for 
 

 Cough 

 Difficulty in breathing 

 Fever (a temperature of 38 degrees C or higher) 
 
A link to the latest guidance is here: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

