
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THEMES: Explorers 

Great Fire of London 

Year 2 Curriculum 
Overview Autumn Term 

Learning Celebration  

‘Ferris Wheels’ – we invite you to 

come and look at our finished projects  

In RE we will …. 

Know and understand that God is 

present in every beginning by learning 

the creation story  

Know and understand the signs and 

symbols used in Baptism  

Know and understand how we prepare 

for special times including the 4 weeks of 

preparation for the celebration of Jesus 

at Christmas 

Know and understand that in Judaism 

Shabbat is God’s special day.  

Key Vocabulary: Creation, sign, symbol, 

preparing, Advent 

 

Find out below the key knowledge 

and skills we will learn this term 

Find out the key vocabulary that 

will be used during this term 

In Maths we will …. 

 Be learning about place value by:  

Developing our understanding of tens and ones to numbers 

up to 100  

Compare and order numbers to 100  

Count in steps of 2, 3, 5 and 10 forwards and backwards  

 Be learning about addition and subtraction by:  

Adding and subtracting a 1 digit number from a 2 digit 

number by counting on and back (really practising counting 

forwards and backwards across a multiple of 10)  

Securing our number bond fact families up to 20 (knowing 

all the ways to make a number eg 1+7 = 8, 2+6=8, 3+5=8, 

4+4=8) 

 Be learning about money by: 

Understanding the value of coins and notes  

Making the same amount of money with different coins  

Finding the total of different amounts of money  

Beginning to understand how to work out change 

Key Vocabulary: addition, subtraction, tens, one, value 

 

In English we will …. 

Learn to read and spell by applying our phonics skills as 

well as learning rules about suffixes (ed, ing, er, est)  

Listen to a range of fiction and non-fiction books about 

famous explorers and stories associated with space. We 

will answer questions about what we have read and 

participate in discussions about books. 

Create a non-fiction fact book about Neil Armstrong by 

writing correctly punctuated sentences about his life. 

We will use conjunctions to add extra information to our 

sentences (and, but, so, or, because, if, that, when).  

We will continue to practise using a range of 

punctuation (Capital letter, full stop, question mark, 

exclamation mark, commas in a list) when we write 

stories, alien descriptions, eyewitness accounts, 

messages in bottles and many more linked to our 

Explorers topic. We will plan our writing, read over our 

writing to check it makes sense and learn how to make 

any revisions or corrections.  

Key Vocabulary: punctuation, suffixes, conjunctions, 

eyewitness, fiction, non-fiction   

 

 

Our themes ‘Explorers’ challenges the children 

to think about what is means to explore 

somewhere brand new.  

We begin by thinking about the Moon landing 

and learning about the significant people 

involved. We will look at the history of aviation 

and including the first ever flight! After this we 

learn about aviation and the first female to 

cross the Atlantic: Amelia Earhart. This learning 

inspires us across the curriculum. We will finish 

the term learning all about the people and 

events that occurred during and leading up to, 

The Great Fire of London.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In History we will …. 

  

Discuss reasons why people are important or 

significant, and why people from the past are 

remembered today through learning about the 

Moon landing.  

We will find out about the different ways that 

humans have tried to fly throughout history, and 

learn about the life and achievements of Amelia 

Earhart. 

Learn about a significant historical event beyond 

living memory – the Great Fire of London.  

 

Key Vocabulary: significant, explorer, Neil 

Armstrong, Amelia Earhart, the Great Fire of 

London 

In PE we will ….   

Complete a gymnastics unit to learn 

different gymnastic movements. 

We will learn how to use equipment 

safely and be able to put moves 

together in a sequence. 

We will create a space dance and be 

able to work together to perform. 

We will watch and evaluate the 

performances of others in our class.   

Key Vocabulary:  travelling, rolling, 

balancing, jumping. 

 

In Art & Design we will …. 

Use different techniques for colour, 

pattern, line, form and space.  

Use different drawing pencils to create 

3D pictures. 

Learn to create tones with pastels when 

colouring the planets  

Key Vocabulary: tone, shading, repeating 

pattern, rubbing, 3D drawing  

In Computing we will …. 

Learn about algorithms as a set 

of instructions, and create 

computer programs using 

simple algorithms. 

Learn what debugging means, 

and be able to debug simple 

programs.  

To use all the coding learnt to 

create a more complex program 

that tells a story. 

To introduce email as a 

communication tool. 

Key Vocabulary: coding, 

algorithm, program, debug, 

email 

In Design Technology we will …. 

Design purposeful, functional and 

appealing ferris wheels.   

We will use a range of tools and 

equipment, including 

constructions materials to cut, 

shape and join  

Key Vocabulary: levers, sliders, 

join, design, evaluate  

 

In Music we will …. 

Learn a range of songs, namely “Hands, feet, heart” and “ho, ho, ho”, and be able to 

perform these with increasing confidence.  

Listen to, and discuss, different pieces of music using correct terminology.  

We will also learn, stage and perform our Christmas production!  

Key Vocabulary:  warm up, instruments, rhythm and pulse 

In Science we will ….   

Identify and compare everyday 

materials  

Find out how the shapes of some 

materials can be changed by 

squashing, bending, twisting and 

stretching  

We will be asking questions, 

performing simple tests, making 

observations and gathering and 

recording data  

Key Vocabulary:  waterproof, 

absorbent, rigid, flexible, 

transparent, opaque  

 


